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divine dogs' ; ' this number is not accidental, but represents
the flow of light from the Diurnal-sun to the four quarters '
(Brown's Primitive Constellations, Vol. I, p. 277). Here, too,
the four eyes may refer to four quarters. The name Mula
of the asterism (signifying one at the base or root) was perhaps
given to it from the fact that the autumnal equinox was passing
through it at this time and it thus formed the starting point
of that hah* of the sun's path which lay to the south of the
celestial equator. As the autumnal equinoctial point represents
' due west', we can easily determine the other directions from
it. Thus the four eyes of Yama's dogs were recognised, looking
at and pointing out the four directions.

In this connection we may consider why the fathers are
made presiding.deities of the two asterisms, Magha and Mula
(Taitt. Sam. 4. 4. 10). When the vernal equinoctial point was
placed near the Pleiades (Krittikas), Mula used to rise at sunset
and Magha after midnight during the winter (near about the
winter solstice). The period of bitter cold has the highest
death-rate particularly among the aged. Further, the vitality
of sick and debilitated people become more or less lowered at
night, specially after nightfall and after midnight; and thus
they become more susceptible to death at these two periods
of time. Consequently, the rising of these two asterisms were
thought to be inauspicious causing the death of the people.
It is for this reason, in my opinion, that the dead fathers were
made their presiding gods.

(4) Kdlakanjas. We have already alluded to tbe JCala-
kanjas in a passage of the Atharvaveda (6. 80. 2). Although
nothing more is found here, we have a story about them in
Taittiriya Brahmana (1. 1. 2. 4-6). The story runs thus: There
were asuras, Kdlakanjas, by name. They built a fire-altar in
order to gain the world of heaven. Every man added a brick
to it. Indra, in the disguise of a Brahmana, put a brick on for
himself saying ' this is citrd by name '. They climbed up to
heaven. Indra, however, pulled out his brick and they fell
down and became spiders. Two of them flew up and became
two Heavenly Dogs. The same storv is narrated in Satapatha
Brahmana (2. 1. 2. 13-17) fn a slightly different form. The
name of the altar is given here as EaiiJiina. There is also an
allusion to this story in the Rigveda (II. 12. 1), where Indra,
the thunder-holder, is said to have rent the Rauhina into pieces,
when climbed (by the asuras) to get to heaven. Now, there
are two stars,- a little way to the north of Citra (Spica) which
are named Asterion and Chara, forming a small constellation,
Canes Venatici, introduced by Hevelius in the 17th century.
There is a star cluster near the southern edge of the constella-
tion. The constellation is illustrated as two greyhounds held by
a leash in the hand of Bootes (another neighbouring constella-
tion). (Whyte's Constellations and their History, p. 163.) Tbe